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CRIME AND ANTISOCIAL BEHAVIOUR 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr F. Riebeling):  Today I received a letter from the member for Moore seeking to debate as 
a matter of public interest the following motion - 

That this house calls on the Labor Government to improve the safety of Western Australians by 
addressing problems with crime and antisocial behaviour across the state, with particular regard to 
Geraldton and the mid-west region. 

This matter appears to me to be in order.  If at least five members will stand in support of the motion, it can 
proceed.  

[At least five members rose in their places.] 

MR G. SNOOK (Moore) [3.02 pm]:  I move - 

That this house calls on the Labor government to improve the safety of Western Australians by 
addressing problems with crime and antisocial behaviour across the state, with particular regard to 
Geraldton and the mid-west region.  

I too thank the people of Geraldton for coming here today and witnessing this Parliament in action.  It is a 
pleasure to be here.  I hope those people who are here go away feeling confident that the system of parliamentary 
democracy in Western Australia is alive and well.   

The issue of crime and antisocial behaviour in Western Australia has been probably foremost among many 
issues on people’s minds, including the minds of members of Parliament from all sides of politics.  It does not 
matter whether we live in metropolitan Perth, in the city, in regional centres, in isolated towns or in some of the 
remotest parts of Western Australia, some of us have found ourselves being victims, having knowledge of or 
being associated with people who have been affected by antisocial behaviour or crime.  We live in a modern, 
civilised, sophisticated and highly technical society.  We have standards in our society that we are all expected to 
adhere to.  We are served by a system that provides those of us in our society who aspire to do so the opportunity 
to better ourselves in education and various other fields of endeavour.  That being the case, why is it that, 
generally, we find ourselves continually faced with - and this is backed by statistics - an increasing number of 
people who do not wish to be part of a community of decent and good citizens?  The people who appear to fit 
into that category range across all age groups, from youth through to those in adulthood.  Those in adulthood 
appear to be the people who commit the more serious and most heinous crimes.   

However, most of us are probably focused on the problems associated with youth.  We have probably all yearned 
for the good old days  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  No; we don’t want the coalition back.  

Mr G. SNOOK:  In terms of decent behaviour.  

Mr E.S. Ripper:  We don't want five budget deficits out of eight.   

Mr G. SNOOK:  I am talking about values that we adhere to.  It is a serious issue.  We can look back to the past 
and remember that we could leave our cars and houses unlocked and go out into the community without fear of 
being bashed or abused, knowing that we would return safely.  This issue cuts across all aspects of politics.  
However, under this government, those incidents are not being reduced.  

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  We have slashed the crime rates. 

Mr G. SNOOK:  It is interesting that the former Minister for Police and Emergency Services keeps on saying 
that.  I have listened to her, and the figures sound very good and really interesting.  I will quote from the web site 
headed “Crime statistics offence descriptions”.  
Mrs M.H. Roberts:  You should look at the figures for car theft, home burglaries and at the escalation of car 
jacking when your party was in government.   

The SPEAKER:  Order!   

Mr G. SNOOK:  If the former Minister for Police and Emergency Services were slightly interested in this, she 
would take note.  The rider attached to this information reads - 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 30 May 2006] 

 p3178c-3189a 
Mr Gary Snook; Mr Murray Cowper; Mr Shane Hill; Speaker; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr John Kobelke; Mr John 
Hyde; Mr John D'Orazio; Mrs Judy Hughes; Mr Tony O'Gorman; Mrs Carol Martin; Mr Peter Watson; Ms Sue 

Walker; Mr Mark McGowan; Deputy Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson 

 [2] 

To assist readers in understanding the offence categories used in the crime statistics tables, descriptions 
are provided below. As several categories constitute an aggregation of many related types of offence, 
the descriptions reflect the common elements of such offences.  

This is the interesting part - 

Please note that on 1 July 2001, the offence categories under went a significant change to reflect the 
adoption of the Australian Standard Offence Classification (ASOC). Current statistics appearing on this 
site, including historical figures, have been recalculated to reflect the new categories.  However, care 
should be exercised when comparing current and historical statistics from this site with figures obtained 
prior to July 2001.  

What does that tell us?  It tells us that we must change the way we collect the data.  The government has changed 
the ground rules and the system and is crowing that the crime statistics have reduced.   

I applaud the City of Geraldton and its community and associated organisations such as the Chamber of 
Commerce for their initiatives to overcome some of the problems they have faced in Geraldton in the past.  It has 
been acknowledged that crime has been a problem.  I also acknowledge that improvements have occurred.  That 
is what we are aiming to do; I am not knocking improvements; I am being fair and reasonable.  The problem is 
that it is not enough.  Despite what the figures say, people across the whole of Western Australia do not have 
significant assurance about their safety to give them the confidence to enjoy functions such as the sky show. 
Several members interjected. 
Mr G. SNOOK:  That is a fact.  I will outline some figures to illustrate the incidence of assault.  In 2001 there 
were 168 cases of assault, in 2002 there were 370 cases of assault, in 2003 there were 230 cases of assault, in 
2004 there were 330 cases of assault and in 2005 there were 327 cases of assault.  That tells me that despite all 
the best efforts and intentions of the community and the government, we are failing to achieve the results that we 
want to achieve.  What are we doing wrong?  What can we do to fix this problem?  Where do the answers lie?  
The government needs to recognise that there must be a significant increase in funding, particularly in cities such 
as Geraldton, to bring together education and sports to provide opportunities for young people to make a better 
life for themselves.  That is working in Geraldton.  However, it is only the beginning.  I am glad the Premier is 
listening to this debate.  The people of Geraldton are asking the government for assistance to get the education 
and sports academy up and running to achieve better results.  It will work.  It will give people who have lost their 
sense of pride and direction, and who seem to be caught in the hopeless syndrome of the revolving door, the 
opportunity to find hope in life.  I call on the government to meet its responsibilities and look at the initiatives 
that I have mentioned, because the results are proving that that is the right way to go.  The government will fail if 
it does not grasp this opportunity.  The government has the capacity and the money.  It should get on with the job 
and make this happen. 

MR M.J. COWPER (Murray) [3.12 pm]:  I thank members for the opportunity to be in Geraldton today and to 
speak in this debate.  I pass on to the people of Geraldton sincere greetings from the people of the Murray 
district, whom I represent.  I congratulate the 210 hard-working and dedicated police officers who serve in the 
mid-west region.  The local superintendent of police, Glenn Feeney, ably assisted by the senior sergeant, John 
Yates - who is currently on leave - and the 19 officers in charge of the country police stations throughout the 
mid-west regions, are all very hard working and conscientious.  Having worked as a police officer for 27 years, 
and having spent 23 of those years in regional Western Australia, I well know what it is like to work in an 
environment in which we have to live and breathe with the community.  People can bounce around statistics all 
they want.  However, the important question is: do people feel safe in their homes?  These police officers take 
their task to heart.  They want the people in their community to be safe.  However, it concerns them a great deal 
that they feel as though they are the only ones who are pulling their weight.  Old habits die hard.  Last night, 
because I was in a strange bed, I could not sleep, so at about three o’clock I made my way around the streets of 
Geraldton -  
Several members interjected. 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  There I was!  I was happy to sit and talk to a Mr Smith.  He is an engineer.  He was telling 
me about all the great things that are happening in Kalbarri.  That is why he starts work at 1.00 am.  He lives in a 
flat in Walkaway.  He told me that on Saturday night a number of young people were roaming the streets at two 
o’clock, and he gave me an account of what it is like to live in Geraldton.  The way to find out what is happening 
in a town is to get out on the streets and talk to the people at the grassroots level.   
Several members interjected. 
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Mr M.J. COWPER:  As I was walking around the streets of Geraldton, I walked around a corner and came 
across three young people -  

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr M.J. COWPER:  They were standing there, not doing a great deal.  I said -  
Mr J.N. Hyde:  You were there at 3.00 am? 
Mr M.J. COWPER:  Yes, and I said good day to them, member for Perth.  I did not scare them off, as the 
member for Perth might have done.  I said to them, “You’re up a bit early this morning”, and they said, “We’re 
allowed to be.”  I thought to myself, I wonder whether their parents know where they are.  That is the essence of 
the problem.  The lack of parental supervision at two o’clock in the morning happens not only in Geraldton but 
throughout the whole of Western Australia - from the Kimberly in the north all the way down to the great 
southern.  The police officers feel as though they are doing it alone.  They are the only 24 hour a day, seven day 
a week service that is provided by the government, and they feel as though they have to pull more than their own 
weight.  They feel abandoned by the Department for Community Development, which is not pulling its weight in 
this town and other places.  The provision of mental health services is another important issue that needs to be 
sorted out.  Even the Department of Indigenous Affairs operates only between the hours of 9.00 am and 4.00 pm.  
We need to get dinkum about the problems not only in this town but across the state.  Recently we had a debate 
about the situation in Halls Creek.  I did not speak one word during that debate, and nor did the member for 
Kimberley.  I am the only member of the house who has lived in Halls Creek.  I lived in Halls Creek for four 
years.  I have seen what happens in that town.  I will soon be visiting Fitzroy Crossing.   
I gave an undertaking in private to the Premier; I said this matter needs to be sorted out now, and I want to help 
do that.  It has been going on for far too long.  The police cannot resolve it on their own.  The government can sit 
here all day and say that it built the fantastic new southern transit corridor and the new police station.  However, 
that is not what the people of Geraldton have come to hear about today.  They want to hear real answers to real 
problems.  If we are to get dinkum and solve this problem, it needs to be supported by the whole of government.  
The police cannot do it alone.  The problems in this town are being caused by 20 or 30 dysfunctional kids.  It is 
the same story wherever I have been as a police officer.  No matter where we go, it is only a small number of 
people who are causing the problem.  What we are dealing with is not crime itself, but the fear of crime.  That is 
the essence of the problem.  I have done some research on crime.  I have some clippings from newspapers across 
the state about how seniors are so worried about their safety that they sitting in their homes armed with meat 
cleavers so that they can protect themselves.  That is now how people should be living.  The people of Geraldton, 
in fact the people of the whole of Western Australia, deserve a lot better. 

MR S.R. HILL (Geraldton) [3.18 pm]:  Mr Speaker, here we go again!  Normally it is Mullewa.  Now it is 
Geraldton’s turn to be identified as the crime capital of the state.  I also want to pay homage to the police service 
in Geraldton and the two local authorities, as well as all the local authorities across the mid-west.  We have some 
good new programs in the mid-west.  Geraldton now has the boys football academy.  It also has the first 
indigenous girls netball academy.  Other communities across regional Western Australia are looking at 
Geraldton to see how they can make these programs work.  I was told this morning by a person from the Yamatji 
Patrol who has just come back from Queensland that the Queensland government is looking at implementing a 
similar program to the one we have implemented in the mid-west.  Geraldton is no different from any other 
similar-sized community.  I have been on the streets at two o’clock in the morning with the community patrol 
and the police service -  

Mr B.J. Grylls:  And caused mayhem! 

Mr S.R. HILL:  It was not mayhem. 

Mr B.J. Grylls:  No - you! 

Mr S.R. HILL:  It was Mullewa’s turn a couple of years ago.  Mullewa copped the tag of being the crime capital 
of the state.  However, Geraldton is no different from other cities and towns in regional Western Australia.  We 
need to work with the community.  It is not only young people who are causing a problem.  It is also people 
around my age - around 40 - who go to the nightclub precinct and cause trouble when they leave that precinct.  It 
is not just a matter of identifying young people.  We are working with the City of Geraldton and the Shire of 
Greenough to put programs in place for young people to deal with some of these anti-social activities.  Young 
people say that they are poor. 
Mr R.F. Johnson:  Get them off drugs. 
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Mr S.R. HILL:  To get them off drugs, we have to work with them.  We have to have programs in place.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Make cannabis illegal again. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  What are we going to do?  Are we going to go to every household and say, “Are you smoking 
pot?”  It is absolute rubbish to bring on this matter of public interest and identify Geraldton as a place where 
crime is rampant.  We have to pay credit to the district superintendent. 
Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER:  Order!  I am sure the members on my left who wish to yell in very loud voices can stand on 
their own two feet and make a contribution if they wish.  The member for Geraldton has the call. 

Mr S.R. HILL:  Superintendent Glenn Feeney and I are working on programs all the time.  The member for 
Greenough and I are working in partnership to try to tackle these problems across the mid-west.  We have been 
out to Mullewa to put programs in place.  We are tackling the issue.  Other regional communities are coming to 
us.  They are talking to the City of Geraldton, the Shire of Greenough and the Shire of Mullewa and looking at 
the programs that are in place.  To bring on this matter of public importance was a sign of absolutely stupidity 
from the opposition.  We know that we have crime in Geraldton.  We are not putting our heads in the sand.  We 
have to deal with it.   
Mr C.J. Barnett interjected. 
Mr S.R. HILL:  I acknowledge that, but I get disappointed when the opposition raises the crime statistics for the 
mid-west and Geraldton and overlooks all the positive things that are happening.  For instance, there are now 79 
young indigenous girls in the netball academy.  Some of those students were doing only five per cent of 
schoolwork.  They are now doing 92 per cent.  The member for Kimberley attended the academy with me on 
Friday.  The girls talked about how positive it was.  There is something similar for the boys with the football 
academy.  They are two of the programs we are looking at and they are working.   
Mr T.R. Sprigg:  They turn up to the footy but they don’t turn up to school. 
Mr S.R. HILL:  The girls go to school.  They get picked up by teachers at six o’clock in the morning.  We are 
not putting our heads in the sand; we are moving forward.  We are working with the community and with the 
local authorities.  We have to tackle this issue and we are trying to tackle it in the mid-west.  On behalf of the 
Geraldton community, I acknowledge that we have issues and we are working on them.  We are putting 
programs in place.  Instead of identifying Geraldton, Mullewa and similar communities all the time, we should 
look at some of the other regional communities across Australia.  They all have the same problems.  We are 
trying to deal with these issues.  

MR G. WOODHAMS (Greenough) [3.22 pm]:  Mr Speaker - 

Mr A.P. O’Gorman:  Are you going to sing it this time?  

Mr G. WOODHAMS:  No, I did not manage to get any rhymes into this speech but there are a lot of reasons 
why one should speak on this particular topic.  Members have been able to make valuable contributions to what 
we would all agree is a necessary set of programs that are required in many regional communities right across 
this state and certainly in other states of Australia.  All government agencies need to work more closely together 
on programs such as the ones that the member for Geraldton referred to, programs which members on this side 
of the house are also aware of.  A very prominent member of the Geraldton community said this morning that all 
agencies need to step up to the plate and become responsible in trying to solve these problems.  It is not just a 
policing issue; it is not just a problem that the police force of whatever community we are in should have to 
solve.  It is not just an issue that the police who are on call 24 hours a day, seven days a week have to solve.  I 
am talking not only about agencies such as the Department of Education and Training, which has a very big role 
to play, particularly with our young people, but also TAFEs, local government associations, the Department for 
Community Development and the Department for Planning and Infrastructure, organisations which cannot step 
away from this.  We all own this responsibility.  We cannot shift it and say that this is just a policing matter.  It is 
not just a matter of young people being out on the street at X hour of the morning.  That is not the issue.  There 
are far greater issues at play.  All agencies need to take some responsibility for this.   

The government should be putting more money into these programs.  I certainly support the netball and football 
academies.  They are looked at by other communities around Australia as ways we can go forward with some of 
the issues we all confront.  I believe that a much stronger financial commitment is available from the government 
in these times when we have the financial capacity to create frameworks and to deliver opportunities to people 
who would otherwise not have access to such opportunities. 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 30 May 2006] 

 p3178c-3189a 
Mr Gary Snook; Mr Murray Cowper; Mr Shane Hill; Speaker; Mr Grant Woodhams; Mr John Kobelke; Mr John 
Hyde; Mr John D'Orazio; Mrs Judy Hughes; Mr Tony O'Gorman; Mrs Carol Martin; Mr Peter Watson; Ms Sue 

Walker; Mr Mark McGowan; Deputy Speaker; Mr Rob Johnson 

 [5] 

Geraldton is magnificent in the sense that it is the first place in Australia to have a netball academy for young 
women.  It is the second place in Australia to have a football academy for young men.  That is absolutely 
fantastic.  Some of the benefits of those academies need to be looked at by people in our hinterland.  The 
member for Geraldton and I have visited Mullewa and we will continue to visit Mullewa with our political hats 
off because the political answer is not the answer that is required in many of these communities.  We require a 
commitment from people and agencies.  I am prepared to travel down that road because that is what we need in 
this part of the world.  We do not need a purely political answer or solution.  We certainly need solutions driven 
by government because the government does have a commitment to solve this problem.  The agencies and the 
people who work for the government need to be given some direction to work with other agencies to try to 
achieve this.  

Finally, the incidence of people with mental health problems is growing right across the Australian community.  
The mid-west is no exception.  People with mental health problems are being incarcerated and put in prison 
simply because they have mental health problems.  There are no other ways of finding solutions for these people 
in the community.  It is appropriate for these people to be in prison.  I believe the Treasurer when he says that we 
have a V8 economy.  This economy can be directed to helping some of these people who find themselves in the 
wrong institution.  People with mental health problems find themselves in mental institutions and when they are 
released, find themselves on the wrong side of the law because of the inappropriate delivery of programs.  I 
plead with all government members to direct the agencies they control to negotiate much more closely with other 
agencies on a far more conservative basis, and, if possible, to remove the political hat on every occasion.   

MR J.C. KOBELKE (Balcatta - Leader of the House) [3.28 pm]:  This is an important matter for law and 
order in communities throughout Western Australia.  The tenor of the motion and the slur on Geraldton and the 
mid-west has to be totally rejected.  The members for Geraldton and Greenough made excellent contributions in 
talking about how we have to work together and how a whole range of things need to be done to address these 
issues.  It is a constant challenge.  Governments are continually looking at how they can provide better resources, 
better policing, better diversion programs and better crime prevention initiatives to tackle this issue.  It is not a 
matter of throwing mud at one community or region.  That might be the way the opposition wants to play politics 
but when we come into a community like this, we want to be careful we do not put the community down.  
Superintendent Glenn Feeney, 208 police officers and 17 civilian officers are doing a fantastic job in Geraldton 
and throughout the region.  I was talking to the police in Dongara today.  I am full of admiration for the job they 
do.  A lot of people are doing a great deal of work and achieving results.  Burglaries and car thefts have declined 
in Geraldton, yet an opposition speaker said that assaults have risen.  He is not looking at the cause of that 
situation.   

Ms S.E. Walker:  Are you? 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Yes, I have.  I will give the member for Nedlands the answer.  We are now recording 
crimes that the opposition did not even look at when it was in government.  Assaults in the family were simply 
not recorded as assaults.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.C. KOBELKE:  Because this government has taken family violence seriously, we have seen an increase 
in the number of reports of assault.  It is driven by pro-active policing that no longer turns a blind eye to family 
violence.  That is why the number of assaults has gone up.  The extra resources have gone in right across the 
state.  In Geraldton, this year there will be an additional five officers, as well as a civilian force to free officers 
from desk jobs to get out into the community.  There are a whole range of programs.  I will not go through them 
as many members want to speak on this motion.  Yesterday we were able to provide $66 000 for two crime 
prevention programs in Geraldton and Chapman Valley.  That will support the fantastic work being done by the 
City of Geraldton, the Shire of Geraldton and the Shire of Chapman Valley.  They have put together the greater 
Geraldton community safety and crime prevention plan.  That money will enable a bus to be used in Geraldton 
and the mid-west to run programs for kids who are offending or at risk of offending.  They will be able to do 
something to prevent crime.  There are a whole range of crime prevention initiatives in Chapman Valley, and 
those funds will help. 

I will read the inscription on the front of this crime prevention plan.  It says, “Described as a family city 
demonstrating strong community and family values, greater Geraldton offers a near-perfect lifestyle year round 
and has a significant role to play as a regional centre”.  That is how people here see the future.  People want to 
work together to deal with these very real issues.  They do not need politicians coming from other parts of the 
state and putting them down.  On that basis, we reject this motion. 
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MR J.N. HYDE (Perth) [3.31 pm]:  I am delighted to be here on stage at Queens Park Theatre, as I was on 
opening night 26 years ago with Sir Charles Court, who was a real Liberal, not like this Liberal “lite” or Liberal 
half-strength we have from the Nationals now.  Members have talked about the good old days.  I will tell 
members about the good old days.  My parents came up here for their honeymoon 50 years ago this October and 
stayed at the Mercantile on the Terrace.  Twenty-seven years ago I came up here for my first full-time job.  I got 
paid $20 000 a year as a schoolteacher at John Willcock College before going to The Geraldton Guardian.  I 
bought my first house in Wonthella for $20 000.  It was an old SECWA house.  If members opposite are 
concerned for first home buyers and are concerned about increasing crime, I point out that reducing poverty has 
the biggest impact on decreasing crime.  If people have jobs, we get rid of poverty and the crime rate is lowered.  
If members want to go back to a time of having $20 000 homes, I will tell them how to do it: build a nuclear 
reactor in that suburb.  Then members will see house prices down to $20 000 again. 

It is interesting that a member of the previous government, the then Deputy Premier, Hendy Cowan, a real 
National Party member, knew that one of the big problems with crime was perception of crime.  He had the 
foresight to put me as the local government representative on the state committee.  We came to Geraldton and 
looked at ways of reducing not only the crime rate but the perception of crime.  One of the big issues that 
emerged from all the research that was done - members of the opposition should look at the statistics - was that 
in a growing economy there are incredible decreases in most areas of crime.  There is a boom in assaults, 
particularly drunken assaults.  There is greater disposable income and a greater number of low-level assaults by 
people getting drunk because they have more money and more time to spend on leisure.  It is a problem that has 
to be dealt with by community building.   

I will tell members about the good old days.  When I was playing for Brigades, 26 years ago, we got done by 
Railways in the grand final.  What happened?  Next day after a grand final, in a lot of country towns, people 
have the day off and they go on a pub crawl.  So all of us in our twenties and thirties were driving cars, with no 
seatbelts, and we were absolutely tanked.  Members should look at the road toll figures from 25, 30 or 40 years 
ago.  They were not the good old days.  These are the good days because we are doing a lot of capacity building.  
We are building communities.  It is not just one statistic here or one statistic there. 

I will tell members about crime in those days.  I did not lock my back door in First Avenue, Wonthella, but it did 
not stop the great chook slaughter of 1983.  We had roaming dogs and a whole variety of problems there.  
Coming home one day from work on my bicycle to get ready to go out to the new Brigades ground, I saw the 
remains of five white leghorns - there were drumsticks and wings everywhere.  That was done by two of the 
neighbourhood Alsatians.  There were people who said that we should not have to go to the council to register a 
dog because “It’s big government”.  When we think of all the things we have done to build communities, we can 
see we are a safer and better community.  We have to do more.  We have to keep working.  We can do it by 
supporting communities, not by bringing down communities. 

MR J.B. D’ORAZIO (Ballajura) [3.35 pm]:  The people of Ballajura thank the people of Geraldton for 
allowing us to share this wonderful city.  I was not going to say anything on this topic, but when I saw the 
member put up a motion about antisocial behaviour, I thought, “This cannot be true.”  Only a matter of weeks 
ago I floated the proposition of antisocial behaviour orders.  What did the opposition say?  No, it was a terrible 
proposition.  The member for Hillarys described it as another wacky idea.  Was that the terminology he used? 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  What was the terminology you used about detentions? 

Mr J.B. D’ORAZIO:  I will speak for only a short time as many others want to speak on this topic.  Antisocial 
orders were introduced in England in 1999 and some 5 500 orders have been issued.  They are not punitive 
measures; they are not necessarily about stopping people from doing activities that are antisocial.  They are 
about the community saying, “Enough is enough; we are not going to allow people in our community to take our 
rights away as normal citizens.”  It is something I will push.  I may have gone back to the back bench, but it an 
issue I will continue to push.  It is important.  Antisocial orders in England work in such a way that you can get 
these people that need help to take part in programs that will support them.  If members want an example of how 
that can work in a positive way, I point out as a previous Minister for Justice that we had an intensive 
supervision program whereby 32 of the worst offending kids in the system were supported by a structure of 
doctors and psychologists working with their families.  Only one of those kids has re-offended.  It is a good news 
story, but nobody wants to hear about it.  No-one gives it the time of day, but the program works.  It is resource 
intensive.  Antisocial behaviour orders will be a way of facilitating that process.  Those people who want to carry 
on and create a problem for the community can be stopped from doing that.  I think it is important.   

Antisocial behaviour occurs not just in country areas.  As the member for Ballajura, I can say that when I first 
took over that position, the front page of The West Australian had a story about a wedding at a hall in Ballajura 
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at which a hundred kids smashed every window and the bride had to lock herself in the toilet.  The bride’s father 
had a heart attack.  That occurred in my electorate of Ballajura.  After that happened, we had a community 
meeting.  It was a bit like this meeting, but there were probably 400 or 500 people present.  They were very 
angry about what had happened in their community.  Again, pressure was put on the government.  At the time 
we had five police officers in Ballajura and, as I have said before, that number was increased to 17.  We had 
another public meeting only a matter of weeks ago and the issue is no longer people being frightened in their 
own homes or community.  The big issue has become hoons in their streets.  From my point of view, the threat 
of gangs and these kids going into the community and wreaking havoc has gone.  That is a result of the efforts of 
police.  I would like to congratulate the police commissioner for his frontline-first policy, and also this 
government for not only putting more police on the beat but also increasing the number of police.  In the last 
term of office the increase was 500; in this term it is 350, plus an extra 160 civilians who will release police to 
the front line.  We are making a difference, but in the end it is not just about government taking a lead role in 
this.  It is also about the community taking ownership.  There are parents involved who should be doing the right 
thing.  If they are not capable of doing the right thing, we should be able to provide them with the support they 
need to become good members of our community and make sure the youth of today become the leaders of 
tomorrow. 

MRS J. HUGHES (Kingsley) [3.39 pm]:  Twenty-five years ago I lived in Geraldton for a short span.  It was a 
wonderful town then, and I have to say that it is a wonderful town now.  It has been 25 years since I have been 
here.  As I was coming into the town, the incredible amount of infrastructure and the large population blew me 
away.  Growth can stunt a city or a community very quickly.  We get busier, there is more to do, we have more 
people and, of course, with this comes the problems of crime and antisocial behaviour.  While I have been here, I 
have had a look at some of the wonderful programs that are happening in Geraldton.  The people of Geraldton 
should all be very proud of what is happening here, and I encourage them to continue to combat some of the 
issues that relate not only to the City of Geraldton, but also to every community in Western Australia.  I also 
point out - I only have a short amount of time - that it is this government that has produced results when it comes 
to crime.  It is this government that has initiated new projects and new ways of combating and dealing with 
crime.  Twenty-five years ago, I was the victim of a violent crime, and I only wish that some of the things that 
are around now were around then.  Do I not wish that DNA testing was around then, so that the person who 
perpetrated the crime against me could have been caught.  Today women who are victims of violent crime have 
some hope of the perpetrators being caught.  It is only through this government that that has come about, and it is 
one of the things that this government has produced of which I am very, very proud.  We talk about combating 
crime - 
Several members interjected. 
Mrs J. HUGHES:  One of the interesting things that have been happening in Geraldton is to be found in the 
local paper - “Dopes Beware”. 
Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER:  I am sure the member for Cottesloe will make a good contribution, but the time to do so is 
when he is on his feet.  
Mrs J. HUGHES:  This is an interesting motion, because the local newspaper has reported the police backing a 
new Dopes Beware campaign.  It is a wonderful new campaign, with the police giving heavy backing to it, and 
one that I hope the mid-west embraces.  It includes on-the-spot saliva testing to make sure that our road toll 
continues to decline.  We have found that over 25 per cent of drivers who die in road fatalities are under the 
influence of drugs.  This is another wonderful new initiative that is being put forward by our government.  We 
have only to continue looking at our newspapers on a daily or weekly basis to see that this government is very, 
very serious about crime and very, very serious about antisocial behaviour.  Last week during the estimates 
committee hearings there was an interesting occasion during the local government considerations.  We talk about 
not investing in our regions; however, out of $49 million invested in local government through grants and 
subsidies, $48 million came to the regions, while $1 million went to the city.  I only wish, sometimes, that I was 
in the regions. 

Mr P.B. Watson:  You are always welcome in Albany! 

Mrs J. HUGHES:  Terrific!  I encourage the City of Geraldton and all other local governments to please 
continue to work with their local members and get as much of that money as they can to continue these 
wonderful, wonderful projects that they are doing.  Congratulations to the City of Geraldton; I think it is doing a 
wonderful job.  I honestly believe that this motion is quite ludicrous - 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Tell that to the people affected by crime. 
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Mrs J. HUGHES:  Absolutely; I am a victim of crime, and I tell the member that this is a great government. 

MR A.P. O’GORMAN (Joondalup) [3.44 pm]:  Thank you, Mr Speaker, for the opportunity to speak, and 
thank you to the people of Geraldton.  As Geraldton is on the crest of a wave, the member for Wanneroo and I 
would like to advertise ourselves as the gateway to Geraldton, because hopefully we can drag some more funds 
into Joondalup and Wanneroo. 

The first time I passed through Geraldton was in 1987.  I say “passed through Geraldton” because that is what it 
meant to me back then - a town to pass through on the way to Kalbarri or further up north; it was not really the 
sort of place a person wanted to visit.  I actually returned in 2002 at the invitation of the member for Geraldton 
and Country Labor (WA). 

Several members interjected. 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  I returned to Geraldton in 2002 on the invitation of the Parliamentary Labor Party and 
the member for Geraldton.  He took me around and showed me some of the things that were happening in 
Geraldton.  One of the things he took me to see was the Yamatji Patrol.  The Yamatji Patrol has been going since 
1993 and became a body corporate in 1994, and I pay tribute to its supervisor, Ms Charmaine Yeates.  She has 
been part of that patrol since that time, and she is still there today. 

Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan:  Who was the government then? 

Mr A.P. O’GORMAN:  Would the member like to go back to 1993?  It was a Labor government, actually.  The 
government changed in 1993, okay?  The Yamatji Patrol is still running today.  As the member for Geraldton 
said, the Yamatji Patrol is being considered by many other states as a model for running similar patrols.  The role 
of the Yamatji Patrol is to attend incidents involving intoxicated Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal persons and 
convey them to their homes or places of safety.  That is a fantastic thing to do.  It attends domestic violence 
incidents and, if possible, prevents them.  It conducts patrols into town sites and areas of regular complaints 
involving Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people.  It has become actively involved in the administration of 
welfare and assistance to Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal persons.  It pays particular attention to children 
truanting from school, and that is also a great thing for it to do.   
However, I say here that parents need to be brought to task.  We need to give parents back the confidence to 
discipline their children.  The reason many of these children are on the streets these days is that their parents are 
afraid to discipline them.  They are afraid that in disciplining them, they will lose their children’s friendship.  I 
can tell members that I have three grown-up children.  I have disciplined them fairly hard over my lifetime, and 
they are probably the best friends I have in the world today.  Parents should not be afraid to discipline their 
children.  Their children will not ostracise them.  Their children will actually love their parents more if they care 
enough to discipline them.   
The Yamatji Patrol also pays particular attention to children with alcohol and drug problems.  It promotes mutual 
understanding and respect between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal persons and members of the police service.   
I also congratulate the police service in and around Geraldton.  The police are really involved with the Yamatji 
Patrol and with the Aboriginal community, and in reducing crime.  If we listen to the doomsayers opposite, 
Geraldton is in the grip of a crime spree.  It is not.  There are incidents of crime across the state.  In fact, on my 
street, not more than four or five weeks ago at 7.30 on a Sunday night, I was heading out of my house and I saw 
a group of underage kids obviously heading to a party.  Two hours later at 9.30 the police were there clearing out 
that party.  They are doing a great job.  I commend the police, I commend the City of Geraldton and I commend 
the Yamatji Patrol for what they are doing. 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [3.48 pm]:  I start by acknowledging the traditional owners on whose 
country I currently stand, and pay due respect to my mother’s family and her people.  I make this formal 
statement.  I have been here since Thursday; I drove here.  Nobody asked me!  The road was better than mine, 
but I am not complaining.  There are many positive things happening in this place.  I went to Mullewa on Friday 
night and went to a youth ball.  There were 70 children; it was just fantastic.  The members for Geraldton and 
Greenough invited me along.  What a fantastic thing it was.  There has not been a ball out there for ages.  Nino is 
the Shire President, and he was rocking!  The kids loved it.  It was the community actually being involved with 
these children, and they understood it.  It was positive and it was one of the nicest things that I have seen in a 
long time.   

The other thing I have done since I arrived in Geraldton is call out to the Mid West Gascoyne Regional Netball 
Academy.  I would normally let the kids ask the questions, but I thought I would ask them a couple of questions 
this time.  I asked, “What does your T-shirt mean to you?”  I was told, “We earn them, Miss.  We work hard for 
these.  We get up at six in the morning and practise, and we wear these with pride and respect.”  I thought, okay.  
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I asked them about their attendance, and one girl said, “Well, Miss, the funny thing is that my mum wanted me 
to stay home the other day to look after my younger brothers and sisters, and I said, ‘No, I’m not staying home.  
I’m going to school because I want to be educated and this program will do it for me.’”  The confidence in those 
children is terrific.  I have seen the most amazing programs here.  People have told me all these positive things.  I 
appreciate that the member for Geraldton took me to these places; it has been wonderful.   

I say to workers at the Department for Community Development I have spoken to, “Good onya.  You’re having a 
go; you’re actually getting out there.”  Everybody puts them down, but I am not putting them down.  Those 
workers need to be commended for the job they do with the resources they have; they are doing their best, and 
we in the government are doing the best we can.  That department has received a 17 per cent increase in funding, 
so I say to those workers, “Get in there.” 

The police out there on the front line are doing a great job, too.  The youth workers are amazing people; they are 
out there in the community being compassionate.  People in community groups are in touch with their 
communities; that is, they are on the ground doing the job.  The member for Geraldton supports all those people.   

There is some really positive stuff happening in this town that we must acknowledge.  I refer to more than just 
the infrastructure for industry; I refer to the social infrastructure that provides the very heart and spirit of this 
community.  I commend all those involved.  I wish them all the best. 

MR P.B. WATSON (Albany - Parliamentary Secretary) [3.52 pm]:  On behalf of the people of Albany who 
held the first ever regional Parliament, I say that we do not mind Geraldton coming second!  I welcome the 
people of Geraldton here today.  It is tremendous to be here.  It is great that the Premier is from Albany, too, and 
we hope that Albany will get the same support that Geraldton has received. 
Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is very offensive that the opposition can say that the government does not do enough for 
country people, especially in dealing with crime and antisocial behaviour.  I spoke recently to the local member 
for Geraldton, Shane Hill, and I indicated that we had a lot of trouble with young people in Albany.  He invited 
me up here to look at the Midwest Football Academy.   
Ms S.E. Walker interjected.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  If the member for Nedlands wants to make a comment, she should get up and speak.   
Several members interjected.   

The SPEAKER:  Order! 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I was very impressed when I went to the academy.  I met Craig Turley and the boys there.  
The most important memory that I took away from that day was that when the boys came in for lunch after being 
in class and doing everything they were supposed to do, one of them had to get up in front of everybody else 
because he had been drunk in the street the night before, and it had been reported back to the academy.  He had 
to get up in front of all his peers and apologise on behalf of himself, his family and the academy.  I took that idea 
back to Geoff Gallop, who was the then Premier, and we managed to get such an academy program up in 
Albany.  We have 26 young people in Albany who were not going to school who are now in the school system.  I 
have seen them in the Albany program.  They are happy and content.  They are very good footballers.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  And they’re motivated.   
Mr P.B. WATSON:  Yes, they are motivated.  They go to school every day and have proper meals every day.  
These are young people who were previously offending on the streets and who are now young ambassadors in 
the community.  They are not only ambassadors for the community, but they also talk to other Nyoongah boys in 
the community who are having problems.  They are getting help themselves, but they also look after other young 
boys in the community.  They do not want those boys to go through the problems they went through.  They are 
very good role models.  I congratulate Ross Tomasini, the district police superintendent, and Glenn Feeney up 
here.  The police have taken a lot of flak over a long period, but I know the hard work they do - I have been out 
on patrol with them at night.  I refer to not only the police, but also the people who provide the back-up service - 
the people who work at the police station and those in the Department for Community Development and all the 
other agencies who do a tremendous job.  I congratulate them all. 

MS S.E. WALKER (Nedlands) [3.55 pm]:  I support the motion today because we have heard government 
members say that the opposition is having a go at the town of Geraldton.  When I used to come here 30 years 
ago, I thought Geraldton was a mecca.  I used to live up the road on Hamlin station.  I used to come down here to 
Geraldton and it was a privilege to turn on the light switch and get light without turning on an engine.  I love 
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Geraldton.  If I had known that the member for Perth was at the primary school at the time, I might have thought 
of sending my son along to that primary school to get a very valuable education from the member for Perth. 

The government has missed out on providing two important things for the people of Geraldton.  Members 
opposite cannot think it through, can they?  The government’s antisocial behaviour orders were actually taken 
from coalition policy.  The coalition’s media statement of February 2005 called for antisocial behaviour orders.  
Members opposite pinched our policy!  The government has been in office for five years, and it did not bother to 
bring in antisocial behaviour orders.  Please do not take credit for our policy.   

Another issue that is important to the people of Geraldton and which members opposite can do something about 
- they are awash with money - is the provision of closed-circuit television.  Members opposite have been in 
government for five years and have done nothing about CCTV, despite the Australian Institute of Criminology 
producing research showing that CCTV is invaluable in reducing crime.  A briefing was provided today in 
relation to CCTV.  The cables have been laid in the street, but people here cannot get any funding from the state 
government for CCTV, despite the government being awash with money.  When I and then opposition leader 
Colin Barnett announced the coalition’s law and order policy, our policy to prevent antisocial behaviour 
involved natural and video surveillance.  I will read that policy to members -  

 In recent years there has been an increasing trend towards the use of video surveillance or closed circuit 
television (CCTV) in Australia to monitor public areas.  In 1991 the City of Perth established 
Australia’s first CCTV system for an open street area, with rapid expansion to Australia’s other major 
centres.   

 . . .  

 As part of the Coalition’s program to improve security in metropolitan and regional areas, the 
Coalition will provide matching funding grants for local shires to install and monitor Closed 
Circuit Television (CCTV) in hotspots such as the main streets of towns and tourist areas.   

That was our undertaking and promise.  Members opposite pinched our policy concerning antisocial behaviour 
orders, and I now ask that the government go back to our policy on this matter and provide money to this local 
community for CCTV.   
I will give Mr Premier a tip: he should give an enormous funding boost to the Water Corporation to facilitate 
greater water pressure in Geraldton. 
Mr A.D. McRae:  What has that got to do with the motion? 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Members on that side of the house are not clever enough to work it out.  How does it fit in 
with crime?  I will tell members. 
Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Fire and water; it will be interesting!   
Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Minister for Disability Services is a new minister, and I think he is going to be 
useless.   

A front page article of the Geraldton Guardian of 17 February this year was headed “Arson rate prompts 
educational talk”.  It reads -  

 Danger, fire 
 The staggering statistic that more than 200 bushfires have been deliberately lit in Spalding since 2001 

has promoted a special anti-arson campaign.   

This involved a two-day strategy informing people of the situation.  This is important for the people of 
Geraldton, member for Geraldton.  I was staggered to discover at a briefing this morning that there is not enough 
water pressure in Geraldton to put out more than one or two fires. 

Mr S.R. Hill:  It’s not only the case in Geraldton. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  I do not care.  We are here in Geraldton, and I am talking about Geraldton.   

Several members interjected. 

Ms S.E. WALKER:  Listen!  Members opposite should try to think. 

Several members interjected. 
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Ms S.E. WALKER:  It relates to arson rates.  What has the government done?  It has wasted police resources.  
Instead of getting on with the business and getting onto the Water Corporation and ensuring there is sufficient 
water pressure, it has failed to act.  I am told that if there is a fire in one building in the town, the whole lot will 
go up because of a lack of water pressure.  That is a serious issue.  The article continues -  

Yesterday FESA, the arson squad and police, door knocked Spalding homes to encourage residents to 
report any suspicious behaviour to the police, rangers or Crimestoppers.  

Can the government do no better than that?  Is that what the government is going to do?  To stop arsonists in this 
town, the police are being sent out to doorknock.  If an arsonist lights a fire, the town does not have the water 
pressure to fight that fire.  What will the government do about it?  Here is the local member; he should get onto 
the Premier.  There is loads of money coming into this region.  The state is awash with money.  So what does the 
state government do?  Here it is: the article is headed “Danger, fire”.  This is where water connects with the 
motion.  Members opposite should get it through their brains.  This is what members opposite did for Geraldton.  
The article continues - 

Last month the State Government posted a reward of $50,000 for information leading to the conviction 
of arsonists. 

The government will have to do a lot better than that if there is a fire in this town.  I would urge the minister, in 
the interests of crime prevention and the safety of the people, to get stuck into the Water Corporation.  It should 
be given some money and a plan should be put in place or the whole town will go up in flames.  I support this 
motion.  

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham - Minister for Racing and Gaming) [4.01 pm]:  It is very important, when 
dealing with issues of crime and law and order, that innovative new solutions be found.  That is what the 
government is doing with its liquor reform package.  One of the things we are doing is removing from the liquor 
industry those elements that would promote drug dealing and criminal behaviour in licensed venues.  The police 
fully support our liquor reform package, and they would like to see some innovative solutions in this area.  As 
part of the reform package, the government will put in place mechanisms to allow the police to provide to the 
Director of Liquor Licensing information that would enable people with criminal records to be excluded from 
the industry.  The measures will allow people who associate with criminals to be excluded from working in 
licensed premises or acting as licensees or venue managers.  They will allow the use of evidentiary material such 
as fingerprints to identify these people so that their records can be checked against existing records to see 
whether they have been involved in criminal behaviour.  They will even allow us to exclude from licensed 
premises people with such records.  As any young person in the community knows, the places to acquire 
particularly dangerous drugs are late-night venues.  Venues such as nightclubs, bars, taverns and hotels are often 
the places where illegal drugs can be obtained.  We want to crack down on that by ensuring that these sorts of 
people are out of the industry and that we have the capacity to exclude from these premises people who would 
sell these sorts of drugs.  The government will be tough on drugs.  

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order!  I do not need the assistance of members on my left to chair this session. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  The government will be tough on drugs as part of this package. 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [4.03 pm]:  Last night I enjoyed a very nice meal in one of the local restaurants 
down near the seafront.  At about 11.00 pm, when I came out of the restaurant, I saw the Speaker go by in his 
car.  I think he had a couple of guests with him.  He wound down the window and said, “What are you doing 
hanging around here?”  I told him I was about to go back to my motel.  The car continued on, and then a local 
person asked me where I was staying.  I said it was quite a way up the road, past the civic offices and the theatre, 
in one of the cheaper motels.  The local person told me that I should not really walk.  He said I should get a taxi 
at least.   
Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Unlike some members opposite, I do not have that problem.  I asked the local person 
what the problem was.  He said that there was a very good chance that I could be assaulted between where I was 
and my motel.  It had happened quite a lot.  I said I could not imagine that that could happen.  I then said that I 
had my car around the corner, so I would be driving anyway.  The person who spoke to me was concerned for 
my safety, but I told him it was no different from anywhere else in Western Australia.  Every time my children 
go out - they are all grown up - I tell them to drive carefully, not to drink and drive and to steer clear of any 
troublemakers.  There are too many of those people around.  There are too many people who go out looking for a 
fight.  We have recently seen people carrying loaded guns and knives, and nothing seems to happen.  They seem 
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to be untouchable.  However, other people carrying all sorts of dangerous weapons are just walking around 
looking for trouble.  We must consider the cause, which is the lax law and order policies of this government.  
The government has decriminalised cannabis.  People are allowed to grow two plants in their own home and 
nothing will happen to them, because of this weak mob opposite.  I ask a rhetorical question: does anyone feel 
safe when they go out at night to Northbridge, Perth, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie or other places? 
Several members interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Of course it is safe driving a ministerial car, but people are not safe walking the streets.  
What are young people doing out on the streets of Geraldton at three o’clock in the morning?  What are their 
parents doing?  The previous Premier introduced a curfew for young kids in Northbridge.  I suggest that if young 
children in Geraldton or any other town are wandering the streets at three o’clock in the morning, that town 
needs a curfew.  We need a curfew throughout the whole of Western Australia for young kids when they are let 
out alone.  However, that will not happen because we have a weak and wishy-washy government.  We have seen 
crime escalate.  The former Minister for Police and Emergency Services has a lot to say by way of interjection, 
but she will not get up and speak.  She is the minister whom nothing ever affected and to whom nothing ever 
stuck.  It was always somebody else’s fault.  When the government says that crime is decreasing, it is not telling 
the truth, because it is using rubbery figures.  The other former police minister - to give him his due, he was not 
in the post for long - reckoned that the government had recruited 500 extra police officers in his first term of 
government.  The government had only promised 250, and it did not even make 200.  I will tell the house how 
this mob works out its figures.  This is how the figures are manipulated.  
Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Is that by the Police Service? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, by the government, because the police take instructions from the government.  In the 
December quarter of 2004, as listed in 2004, there were 7 866 offences against the person, including assault, 
sexual assault and all sorts of other things.  A year later, when the government quoted the previous year’s figures 
which I have just given, it had been increased to 8 238 so that the figure for the following December can appear 
to be lower.  The figure shown for December 2005 is 7 779.  That is a horrific rate.  Crime is not going down; it 
is going up under this mob, which is weak on crime and weak on criminals.  The government spends too much 
time looking after criminals rather than the victims.  
Question put and a division taken with the following result -  

Ayes (22) 

Mr C.J. Barnett Mr B.J. Grylls Mr A.J. Simpson Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr G. Snook Mr G.A. Woodhams 
Mr T.R. Buswell Mr R.F. Johnson Mr T.R. Sprigg Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr G.M. Castrilli Mr J.E. McGrath Dr S.C. Thomas Dr G.G. Jacobs (Teller) 
Mr M.J. Cowper Mr P.D. Omodei Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr D.T. Redman Mr T.K. Waldron  

Noes (27) 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler Mr F.M. Logan Mrs C.A. Martin Mr T.G. Stephens 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Ms A.J.G. MacTiernan Mr M.P. Murray Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr J.A. McGinty Mr A.P. O’Gorman Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr M. McGowan Ms M.M. Quirk Mr M.P. Whitely 
Mrs J. Hughes Ms S.M. McHale Ms J.A. Radisich Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mr E.S. Ripper Mr S.R. Hill (Teller) 
Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr N.R. Marlborough Mrs M.H. Roberts  

            

Pairs 

 Mr M.J. Birney Mr P.W. Andrews 
 Dr K.D. Hames Mr J.R. Quigley 

Question thus negatived.  
 


